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DESPERATE CANDIDATES

Republicans Endeavor to Get Posses-
sion of Private Papers.

. M. Potter Cornercd at White's Corral
But the Ex-Marshal Stands Pat.

The republican leaders of this county
are very much distressed. Their distress
i not of the kind which is sometimes
produced when a small boy fills himself
p on green apples, but it is quite as
aenle,

Last summer some one hrokeintoJ, J,
MeEwen's store and D, M, Potter, of
this place, was arrested and put in jail
for the offense, At the last fall term of
the district court he was indicted for
the offense committed and since hie was
released from jail on hond he has heen
bogy gathering evidence to aid him in
his trinl.

At the time of the arrest O, Baca was
a deputy sheriff as he is now and he is
an important witness in the case.  Nat-
urally Mr, Potter kept on the lookout for
evidence which would tend to diseredit
Mr, Baca's testimony hefore the court,
Last month he found what he had been
looking for and lost no time in geiting
the fuets in the form of an affidavir.

By some means the fact that he had
an allidavit which was very damaging to
Mr. Bica leaked out and the republican
lendurs hold of
They at once jumped st the conclusion
that the athidavit was obtained for vee in

ot the information.

the campnign and the last Enterprise,
notwithstanding the fact that Mr. Pot-
ter has been a life long republican, and
hiad gerved as a United States deputy
marshal nnder the Harrison administea-
tion, got its and
promptly covered Me. Potter with mud,
It diseredited the affidavit which Potter

out mud  maching

had in hig possession angd which, as Mr.
Potter avers, had heen in the pogsession
ol no other person,  The Enterprize de-
nied that Lafavette Fox, after having
been arrested, at Earnest's, for violation
of the laws of the Ivrrilnr\. hadd lllii'[ Mr.
Baca a sum of money for his release,and
charged that the democrats were respon-
sible for the affidavit which had been
obtained but which had not been pnl-
lighed although it was obtained & mouth
020,

the affidavit they get to work to save
Baca, Fox was “interviewed' and he
immediately evineed & strong desire to get
the affidavit back. In fact he offered
$£100 for it, Then he made another affi- |
davit which shows that the “interview' |
was perfectly satisfactory as far as he is
coneerned,

All this Mr. Potter not
aslesp. A8 goon as the fact that he had |
the affidavit in his possession beeame |
known he took steps to seeure other afli-
davits, He visited Central and the pur-
pose of his errand was made known in
Rilver City by trosted couriers who rode
like the wind to get here before Potter
could get in with the papers.

time Wik

He was

[ met by some of the leading ropublicans

of the county, among them being Sheriff
Laird, Deputy Sheriff Bacs, Deputy
Sheriff Welty and Hon. J. R, Johnson,
once the chairman of the republican
connty committee, These prominent
republicans met him at White's cofral
and tried to Biuff him into giving np the
papers.  He first ascertained that they
had warrant |
them in areesting him or in searching
his person and he then Hatly refused to
1-rm|1il'v LR, They  followed
hin puart of the way to his home while
the man at the corral
and informed John Gillett of what
taken place at the corral,

no papers which wonld

any

went down town

bl
Ciillett, fear-
il]l,! that there Ilji}."'l(. be trouble over the
mutter, took three men with him, Wm.,
Conant, E. M, Young and Baylor Shan-
non and immedintely went to Potter's
honse in order to protect him if he need-
#l protection. Meantime there was a
number of men watehing Pottar's honse.

The affair ereated n sensation and the
grentest surprise bhat
two of the republican candidates should

wis manifested

resort to snch desperate means o get
possession of papers which had not heen
offered for publication, but which they,
perhaps, supposed would work untold
injury to the sheriff's office if the con-
[l_'{l.'l-'ll[‘lh!' papsrs should become ||Ilf1-
lie praperty.

Potter states that he obtained the afli-
davit of Fox for use at the coming term
of court and his actions certainly bear
out this statement. He is more deeply
converned in l'll‘:ll"i!l;..'. himsell of the
charge which hangs over him than he is
defeating the republican candidate for |
the office of sheriff, inagmuch as he is

has nlways worked for the republican
ticket,

Since the Enterprise made the matter
publie¢ property there has been considor-
able tulk about the affair and, althongh
the democratic leaders had no intention
of printing the story of the drunken re-
publican solilier's arrest and relense by a
republican deputy sheriff and the ob-
taining of an affidavit in regard w0 the
matter by a republican  ex-deputy Ul 8,
marghal, sinee it has been made publie
by a republican paper in such o form as
some of the voters of the
county, the democrats consider that it is
doing simply justice to themselves o lot
the voters have the facts just as they are,

to mislewd

Perhiape as cledar an aceonnt of the
faets in the case as hns been brought out
g contained in an afidavit which was
mide by Mrs, Potter and sworn’ to he-
fore Judge Corbin, The affidavit iz as
follows

AFFIDAYIT OF MHER, MTTER.

Terrrory or New Mexiweo,)
CousTy oF (IRANT, fi e

On the 20th day of October 1804, lye-
fore me the undersigned authority  paer-
!-lrl“!l.]‘\' appenred Lizzie 8. Potter, to me
well known, who being by me first dnly
sworn, deposes and says, a8 follows, to-
wits That shieis the wife of Delbert M,
Potter and resides in Silver City, Grant
county, New Mexico, That on Ogtober
16Lh 1884, after (and on the same day)
her husband had gone on (he train to
Deming, N. M., one Lafuvette Fox, a
colored man, called at athont's honse
and inguired for her said hosband sl
sid that he, saild Fox, had, on Sep-
tember #red, 184, mude o certain aflida-
vit lwefore J. Urockett Giyvens, notary
public, relative to o eertain fuancial
transaetion of one Ciprisno Baci, the
present candidate for shieriff of said Girant
county on the republivan ticket.  That
saidl affidavie was made ingood Tuith aid
that all the statements mnde therein
were true us he sabd Foxoamd severild
others would have to testify if askedl in
acourt of lowy but that on that morning
(sgtied Oer, 18, 1804,)  he, saud Fox,
(N Imsien, for LW 2 hones,
vonversing  with  said Baen ol
that said  Boea had rold Lo, sod
Fox, that if the democrests got hold of
satd alfidavit they wonld nse it wzains
him, said Baen, i the I‘lrlllill}! el o,
That the facts contained o sl alidayi
would work great injury w o und ruin
him, said Baca, before the people aiud
ciuse Lis defeat,  That sid Baca 1ol
very badly abount it and that e, siid
Fox, was sorry for Baea and, under the
vircumstanees, was sorey the sgaid aili-
vt had been made, being so diger-
ous, to Mr.  Baca's politieal interests,
That although the facts stnred in saul w-

As spon as the rapublicans got hold of Fand hons glwavs heen g rapnblican and ! fidavit were trie hegaid Fos.on feent




